
 
 
November 2025 
 
From the BSEACD: The Barton Springs-Edwards Aquifer Conservation District (District) has declared Stage 3 
Exceptional Drought (formerly known as Stage IV Exceptional Drought), eNective October 1, 2025. This marks only 
the second time in the District’s 38-year history that Exceptional Drought has been declared, with the first 
occurrence in December 2023. 
 
The decision follows a rapid drop in groundwater levels at the Lovelady monitor well in South Austin, near 1st 
Street and Stassney Lane. As of September 11, the 10-day average water level at Lovelady measured 457.0 feet 
mean sea level (ft-msl), which is the District’s threshold for Stage 3 Exceptional Drought. For comparison, the long-
term average at Lovelady since monitoring began in 1949 is 490.9 ft-msl, more than 30 feet higher. The Lovelady 
well is one of the District’s two key drought indicators—the other being flow at Barton Springs. Similar drops in 
water levels are reflected in Edwards and Trinity Aquifer wells across the District. 
 
We include the water district’s update to highlight the extent drought has had on our water levels. This status 
change impacts our permitted usage by an additional 23% from the previous Stage 2 Critical Drought levels. Below 
shows our permitted allotment for the coming months. 

 No Stage 2 Stage 3 No Stage 2 Stage 3 
Restrictions Drought Critical Exceptional Drought Critical Exceptional 

Historical Edwards 0% 30% 40% Household Household Household 
Class B Edwards 0% 75% 100% Average Average Average 

November 2,240,000 1,322,300 1,016,400 8,960 5,289 4,066 
December 2,016,000 1,190,070 914,760 8,064 4,760 3,659 

January 2,016,000 1,190,070 914,760 8,064 4,760 3,659 
 32,000,000 18,890,000 14,520,000    

Total Reduction -13,110,000 -17,480,000    
  -41% -55%    

Good News 
Through diligence and focus our community has worked to reduce usage. We have come in below our permitted 
allotment for the past 5 months; May through September. 
 
More Good News 
The Board has worked diligently with multiple vendors to upgrade our infrastructure by installing AMI smart meters. 
We are in the final stages before rolling out the customer portal. This new setup will allow everyone to monitor 
usage real time, set up alerts and be notified when usage runs high, when there is continuous usage indicating a 
potential leak or even when a toilet is running. We hope to have more information in the coming weeks. Please 
check your next statement from PGMS for additional details of a rollout. 
 
Since the beginning, The Ruby Ranch Water Corporation has provided high quality, below average cost water to the 
neighborhood. The Board would like to collaborate with our neighbors to meet the requirements of the Edwards 
Aquifer Conservation District so we can avoid having to take extreme measures. For more information visit 
www.rubyranchwater.com or contact a Board member. 

Ruby Ranch 
Water Words 


